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Hello All! 

 

A big big welcome from the Mentors at IPCP! 

On the morning of June 17th, some of us jet lagged ourselves, set out to pick up the students from San 
Francisco International Airport. It was a day along affair, filled with a diverse range of emotions and 
tasks. While most students were flying in from China, we had students coming from almost all parts of 
the world.  

The airport pickup process can be tedious - picking up a large number of students, arriving on 
different flights, entering through different gates etc. But every time a mentor saw a student, I could 
see their faces light up. I believe it was the excitement of meeting these young teenagers who we’ll be 
spending our next eight weeks with and also that feeling of affection and protectiveness, as we’re 
responsible for the students’ safety and experience throughout this program at UC Berkeley. It was 
also great to see the other families reunite at the airport, people running up to their partners who just 
came back from travelling, grandparents who are seeing their grandkids for the first time and a whole 
lot of other cute emotional moments.  
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The students on the other hand, were mostly just tired. It was hard to find excitement on their faces. I 
wouldn’t have the energy to be excited either if I just flew in sitting inside a plane for fifteen hours, 
then standing in the immigration line for one hour, and then wait for a few hours at the airport waiting 
for all students to arrive. But once they were back in the dorms they were finally happy and you could 
see that curiosity and eagerness on their faces to start the program.  

All said and done, we were all glad that the whole pickup process went so smoothly and we were 
successful in bringing all students back to the dorms. Shout out to the coordinator and all the mentors 
for managing everything so well. Can’t wait for the session D students to arrive and do this again! (Lol 
jk). 

Aakash Bhalothia 

A Guide to the Libraries in Berkeley 

There are two kinds of libraries easily accessible to ICPC students in the city of Berkeley: (a) the City of 
Berkeley’s public libraries; (b) the University’s libraries. Because practically all texts desired can be 
found in the University’s libraries, I will abstain from a lengthy description of the public libraries here. 
It should only be noted that, if a text that you wish to check out is checked out or unfindable in the 
University’s libraries, you can also try searching the municipal catalog 
(https://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org); I have found difficult-to-find texts this way. The closest 
municipal branch is in Downtown Berkeley, near the CVS (2090 Kittredge Street). 

Regarding the University’s libraries: the University has 15+ libraries, many of them esoteric and likely 
not to hold much interest for ICPC students (these include the departmental libraries - e.g. the Earth 
Sciences & Map Library, the Environmental Design Library). I would still recommend visiting them at 
some point in your time here; the interiors and exteriors vary in aesthetic proficiency and some are 
worth examining. The three libraries of primary interest for students are as follow: 

1. Main Stacks​ (located within Doe Library; accessible from Moffitt Library) - Main Stacks is the 
largest library in Berkeley and one of the largest libraries in the United States. It is very likely 
that it contains any text that you wish to read, even if the text is in a foreign language. It is also 
a quiet and relatively clean study space, though the internet does not work well on the bottom 
floors. 

2. Moffitt Library​ - ‘Moffitt’ does not contain many books and so is better described as a study 
area than as a library. The 4th floor is for quiet conversation, the 5th floor is for silence. You 
can rent out rooms in which to complete your work in peace. A café - the ‘Free Speech Café’ - is 
located on the ground-level floor. 

3. Morrison Library​ - Morrison Library, though relatively unknown, is by far the most 
well-maintained and -composed structure at Berkeley, having survived years of the 
administrative irresponsibility and degeneration that have deteriorated the quality of the rest 
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of the campus. Laptops and other electronic devices are prohibited in the library. It is for quiet 
intellectual contemplation and study. 

Feel free to let me know if you have any questions. 

Marc Castel Dickenson 

Break The Ice - One Step At A Time! 

During the International Pre-Collegiate Program (IPCP), high students coming from all over the world 
get to meet, learn, and experience UC Berkeley together. They become roommates, friends, and bond 
over their time here. One of the main areas we, mentors, focus on during the first week to jumpstart 
this process for our students is the implementation of ice-breaker games.  

As a mentor, I have seen my quiet group, consisting of all boys, grow more and more comfortable with 
each other with each and every ice breaker that we do. The very first 
ice breaker that I did was “Two Truths and One Lie.” This is a game in 
which every person in the group says three things about himself but 
only two are true, and the rest of the group must guess to see which 
one is the lie. During this game, one student began his turn by 
stating, “I have a girlfriend,” and before he finished stating his other 
two statements, another student said, “That is the lie.” All of the 
boys broke out in laughter, including the boy whose turn it was, and 
he admitted saying, “He’s right. I don’t have a girlfriend.” After his 
turn, more of them used the statement, “I have a girlfriend,” as their 
lie because they thought it was funny. In these moments of laughter, 
I saw all of the boys bonding. 

Another snippet of an ice breaker that I did was a name game. This 
name game was a fun way to have all the boys learn each other’s 
names and for me to learn them as well. Before we could play the 
name game, I asked them to go around and say their names. One 
student from China noticed that the others were saying their 
American names, but he did not have one. I told him that his Chinese name was perfectly fine, but he 
wanted an American name. I thought maybe his group could give him some suggestions. Everyone 
went around saying their favorite American name: “Kevin, Kobe, Tom, Ray, Jason…” The student liked 
and chose the name “Ray” and now that is what everyone refers to him as. I saw this as another 
bonding moment where this student can walk away from this program with the memory that he was 
given this name by a group of friends he had met at his time here.   

Kayla Nague 
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Ƅ Best Food Places in Berkeley Ƅ 

Javier Rodriguez’s  Recommendations 

Ἑ Gypsies 
ƺ Italian Food 
ƺ 2519 Durant Ave 
ƺ Recommend: Crazy Alfredo Pasta 

Ἑ Cafe Durant 
ƺ Authentic Mexican Food  
ƺ 2517 Durant Ave 
ƺ Recommend: breakfast Plates! 

Ἑ La Burrita 
ƺ Comfort Mexican Food  
ƺ 2530 Durant Ave 
ƺ Recommend: Carne Asada Fries 

Ἑ House of Curries 
ƺ Wide Assortment of Curries 
ƺ 2520 Durant Ave 
ƺ Recommend: Nan with Melted Cheese 

Ἑ Yogurt Park 
ƺ Yogurt Parlor  
ƺ 2433 Durant Ave 
ƺ Recommend: Strawberry w/ Cookies & Creme 

Ἑ Pasta Bene 
ƺ Italian Food 
ƺ 2565 Telegraph Ave 
ƺ Recommend: Chicken Alfredo Pasta 

Ἑ Pappys Grill- 2367 Telegraph Ave 
ƺ American Food 
ƺ 2367 Telegraph Ave 
ƺ Recommend: BBQ Ribs 
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